REVEREND JOHN POLLOCK  
John Pollock was born in Scotland and was a curate in Swansea from 1886, later becoming vicar of St. Gabriel’s in the town. He was the younger brother of William Henry Krause Pollock (1859-1896).  Both men finished their education in Ireland but whilst William gave up his chosen career as a surgeon to concentrate on chess, the younger John took holy orders.  William was a very gifted player and beat the world champion, Steinitz, on the only occasion that he played him.  John was not in the same league but nevertheless was regarded as one of the strongest players in South Wales.

This is a typical swashbuckling game from 1900 played in a match between Swansea and Llanelli:

White:  Rev. J.Pollock             Black:  H.Samuel

1. e4  e5  2. Nc3  Nc6  3. f4  exf4  4. Nf3  g5  5. h4  g4  6. Ng5  h6  7. Nxf7  Kxf7  8. d4  d6  9. Bxf4  Bg7  10. Bc4+  Ke8  11. Rf1  Bxd4  12. Qd3  Nf6  13. e5  Qe7  14. 0-0-0 Bxe5  15. Bb5  Bxf4+  16. Rxf4  Kd8  17. Rdf1  Ne5  18. Qd4  c6  19. Rxf6  cxb5  20. Rxd6+  Bd7  21. Nxb5  Re8  22. Rd1  Rc8  23. Qxa7  Rf8  24. Rxd7+  Nxd7  25. Qb6+  Ke8  26. Nd6+  Qxd6  27. Qxd6 and wins.

In 1890 when Blackburne gave a simultaneous display at Swansea, the Reverend Pollock, who drew his game, commented, “ I ought, as Blackburne acknowledged, to have won, but you know the difficulty of playing well when everyone is crowding around you telling you the best moves, which are always the worst.  Blackburne thinks double.  He thinks over the board and he thinks blindfold.  He comes to your board and says, ‘Let me see, I can win queen for two rooks, then play Kt to Kt5 and win another pawn’ (sotto voce), and then plays something quite different.  He must have thought of the combination he spoke of, and he must have thought of the combination he did not speak of.  Ergo, he thought blindfold and he thought over the board.”

Rev. Pollock was on Board 2 for the victorious Swansea team in the first SWCA Challenge Cup final in 1889, beating the Reverend C. T. Salisbury of Newport in one game and drawing the other.  By the following year he was on top board though he lost to the very strong George Lennox of Cardiff.  He was also on top board for the winning team in 1896, beating Llanelli,; and for the team that lost to Rhondda in the 1898 final.  He was so well thought of that, when he turned out for the annual South Wales matches against Bristol he played on either Board 1 or 2.
Early in the Nineteenth Century he ‘retired’ from competitive chess to concentrate on his church work and died whilst abroad recuperating from a serious illness, early in 1911.

His brother was a much more celebrated player being especially admired by none other than Steinitz for his remarkable combinations.
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