JUNIOR SELECTION POLICY
The Junior Selection Committee (JSC) will routinely select players for the following international tournaments.

A .Team Tournaments

Glorney Gilbert International

This is the collective name for four different age group tournaments occurring together.
The Glorney is our primary international tournament and all Welsh juniors should aspire to play in it.

B. Individual Tournaments

World Youth and European Youth Championships

Every year the WCU receives invitations to these two tournaments. There are separate sections for boys and girls aged under 18,16, 14,12, 10 and 8 on January 1st of the year of the tournament.

As might be expected, these are extremely tough tournaments of a very high standard and it is not
desirable or appropriate that the great majority of Welsh juniors should play in them. Indeed there may be several sections where not one single junior is considered strong enough to participate. As a guide therefore, the JSC has set the following grading criteria. Players should attain these grades, normally in January, before the JSC will consider them for selection:

Open   U.10  1400,    U.12  1600,   U.14  1800,    U.16  1900   U.18  2000
Girls     U.10 1200,     U.12  1400,   U.14  1600,    U.16  1800   U.18  1900

The JSC may also select players to play in other international tournaments as the need arises, in particular, the two European Union tournaments in Austria and the Czech Republic.
Junior  Eligibility

(a)  A player must be under the relevant age on January 1st of the year of the event. Under 18 sections will be the oldest considered by the JSC.

(b) A player must be registered for Wales with FIDE, the governing body of world chess, or be eligible and be prepared to register for, or transfer their registration to, Wales immediately on accepting an invitation to play in an event. A player is not allowed to represent two or more countries simultaneously.

(c) A player must be a member of the WCU at the time he or she accepts the invitation to participate in an event.

(d) A player must be qualified to take part by virtue of at least one of the following clauses:

(1) Birth in Wales.

(2) Child of a person who was born in Wales.

(3)   Six months previous and present attendance at a school or higher/further education institute in Wales.

(4)  Six months immediately previous and present residence in Wales.
Note also that

(5) A player who has represented Wales in a junior event remains qualified to play in WCU junior closed events or to represent the WCU in a subsequent junior event providing that he or she meets the age requirement for that event.

Selection Criteria

The JSC will take into consideration a range of factors when making decisions.

(a)   Current playing strength – Welsh grade, FIDE grade or ECF grade,

(b)   Improvement in playing strength.  Obviously, live grades vary in time. These will only be used as an indication of improvement.

(c)   Performance in tournaments and results. The number and level of games and tournaments will be considered. Long play results take precedence over quick play results.

(d)   Commitment to chess demonstrated by performance as in © above. Participation, when invited to play, in matches against the English regions and, to a lesser extent, in NYCA events.

(e)   Enthusiasm for chess – attitude, behaviour and team spirit.

Following from the above,

(1) Players who refuse selection for the Glorney or for both matches against the English regions without a valid reason will not be selected for the following World Youth or European Youth. 

(2) Players who do not participate in one of the Welsh Junior Championship competitions, or, in the case of players aged over 16, in either the Under 18 Championship or the Welsh Championship at Easter, without a valid reason will not be selected for the following World Youth or European Youth. (Note that a prearranged holiday is not a valid reason.)
From the selectors’ viewpoint, it is desirable, but not essential, that players play in their own age group and not a higher one.
(3) The decision of the Junior Selection Committee is final.

